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emotions, desires, memories and so forth. Out of this
complex texture rises into prominence that which is relative-
ly more fixed and permanent and impresses itself on the
memory, and finds expression in language. Certain of these
complexes of relatively greater permanency are called things.
But none of these complexes is absolutely permanent. A
thing is regarded as one and unchangeable, only so long as
there is no necessity to consider details. Thus we speak of
the earth as a sphere when great precision is not necessary.
But if we are engaged in an orographical investigation, we
can not overlook the earth's deviation from the spherical
form and can no longer treat it as a sphere. Similarly the
personality of a man is a complex of certain sensations
(== ritpa} and certain ideas, emotions, volitions, &c.
^== yidma). As Prof. Charles Richet says, human person-
ality " arises first and principally from the memory of our
past existence, then it emanates from all the sensations
which come to us, sensations of our internal organs, sensa-
tions of the outside world, consciousness of effort and of
muscular movement.'7 The personality of a man is as little
absolutely permanent as are other things. Its apparent
permanence consists in the slowness of its changes and in
the fact of its continuity.

Modern psychology considers the substantial soul, dtman^
as an outbirth of that sort of ratiocination whose guiding
principle is : Whatever you are ignorant of is the explana-
tion of what you know. The assumption of a soul, inde-
pendent of the body, might be difficult to disprove, as in
experience we always find a residuum of unexplained facts.
But it is not a scientific hypothesis, and even any attempt
to investigate it, as Prof. E. Mach^ says, is a methodological
perversity. To formulate and describe all the facts of ex-
perience, all that psychology need admit is the existence of
a stream of conscious processes, each substantially different
from, but cognitive of, the rest, and appropriative of each
other's contents. There is not the smallest reason for sup-
posing the existence of an experiencing self .altogether out-
side this series. The unity which constitutes conscious

^ Erkenotnis und Srrthum.